Gamble, But With Moderation

Question: First, generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove
of legal gambling or betting?

Approve

No opinion
5%

Disapprove

Source: Survey by the Gallup Organization, April 30-May 23, 1999.

Question: Foreach [question] please say whether you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree.... Gam-
bling is a form of entertainment that if done in moderation, is no better
or no worse than other activities, like attending sports events or
movies.

Agree

Disagree

1%
Don't know

Source: Survey by the Gallup Organization, April 30-May 23, 1999.

Questions: What are the one or two most important reasons why you
approve (63%)/disapprove (32%) of legal gambling?
Top reasons for approving

30%
29%

Choice/right/freedom |

It's fun/enjoy/like it

Source of state revenue/decrease
taxes/provide funding

Top reasons for disapproving

Ruins lives/people lose
everything/get into debt

Addictive

Crime/violence/corruptive

Note: Multiple responses allowed.
Source: Survey by the Gallup Organization, April 30-May 23, 1999.

Question: Do you think gambling is fundamentally immoral or is it
a harmless recreation?

Fundamentally
immoral

Harmless
recreation

5%
Not sure

Somewhere in
between (vol.)

Source: Survey by Opinion Dynamics for Fox News, February 19-20, 1997.

Questions: Foreach [question], please say whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree.... (a) Legalized gambling is creating a compul-
sive gambling problem in this country.... (b) Legalized gambling does serious harm to
people’s respect for the value of hard work.... (c) The legal gambling industry is mostly

based on taking advantage of poor people.... (d) Gambling is immoral.

Agree

Disagree

Creating a compulsive
gambling problem

Harming people's
respect for the value of
hard work

Source: Survey by the Gallup Organization, April 30-May 23, 1999.
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Agree

Disagree

Taking advantage
of poor people |

Immoral




Ambivalence About Societal Impact

Question: People have different beliefs about the overall effects of legalized gambling on society. Some people consider that legalized gambling
is mostly a good thing for society, others think it is mostly a bad thing, still others think it has an equal combination of good and bad effects on
society. Would you say that the overall effect of legalized gambling on society is very good, good, about equally good and bad, bad or very
bad?

Gambling is...

Both good Both good
Good and bad Bad Good and bad Bad

Region

Sex _ _ _ Midwest

Northeast

South

Men West

Women

Education
Racel
Ethnicity Less than HS
White ] High School
Black Some college
Hispanic College grad [
Age Income
18to 29 Less than $24K |
30to 39 $24K to $49,999
40 to 49 $50K to $99,999
50 to 64 More than $100K
65 and older

Source: Survey by the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) for the National Gambling Impact Study
Commission, September 8-December 15, 1998.
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