People, Opinions, & Polls

Japan and America

—Americans Consume More in Most Areas, But
Not Nearly As Many Newspapers—
—Both Rank High in Higher Education Participation,
Low in Unionization—

~ Consum
o Avg. iqaﬁy FQQ(?
' Consumption

Higher Education in Japan and America Unionism

| Japan  US il B LVECLE R Union membership as percent
: of labor force

Source: For Japan—Japan Ministry of Labor;
for U.S.—Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: Data for full-time pupils from OECD in Figures, 1995 edition, pp. 56-57. For proportion
data, US and Japan, OECD in Figures, 1994 edition; all other countries, OECD in Figures, 1995
edition, pp. 56-57.
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—Children: Three is Ideal in Japan, Two in the U.S.—
For the Japanese, They Are Still Seen More in Terms of Completing the Traditional Family

Question: Whatdo you thinkis the ideal size of the family—how

Question: Have you had any children? If yes, how many?
many children, if any? Japan U.S.

Japan u.s.

WVS

1990-1993

Question: Do you think that a woman has to have children in

Question: If someone says a child needs a home with both a
order to be fulfilled or is this not necessary?

father and a mother to grow up happily, would you tend to agree
or disagree?
Japan U.S.

Japan u.s.

Disagree

Needs

Children
53%

Not :
necessary

Question: ...[Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements].../
Japan Responses U.S. Responses

A job is all right but what | 51% H Agree
most women really want is a Disagree
home and children. [0 ok

9 A
Both the husband and wife § 65% L aree
should contribute to Disagree
J oK

household income. |-

Question: Which of the following statements best describes your views about parents’ responsibilities to their children?

Parents’ duty is to do their best 37
for their children even at the
expense of their own well-being. 73
Neither Fso
9
B Japan WVS

1990-1993

Parents have a life of their own
and should not be asked to 26 B us .
sacrifice their own well-being for 16

the sake of their children.
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Editor’s Note: Americans and Japanese differ sharply in many facets of family life. Traditional norms remain strong
in Japan, though they are weakening. Divorce, which has impacted so massively on American families, has remained
less frequent in Japan. Americans hold to more individualist norms throughout. (The comparative US/Japan data on
page 22 are from the 1990 World Values Survey (taken in these two countries and 16 others). Most of the data which
follow on pp. 23-26 are from surveys taken only in Japan by various of the country’s survey organizations.

—Divorce: Much Less Frequent in Japan,
But Not This Much Less—

Japan

Question: Have you ever been divorced?

*Many Japanese seem reluctant to tell
interviewers that they have been di-
vorced, so survey data greatly under-
states the actual incidence of divorce.

June1994

uU.s.

Questions*: Are you currently—married, wid-
owed, divorced, separated, or have you never
been married? [If currently married or widowed]
have you ever been divorced or legally sepa-

Numbers of Single-Year Marriages and Divorces
Ratio of
Divorces to

Marriages Divorces Marriages
Japan 782,735 195,115 25%
US. 2,362,000 1,215,000 51%

rated?
Never
married Currently
Married/Never

Divorced

Divorced
atany
time/legaily
separated
NORC GSS (@) 1+

*Responses to the two NORC questions were com-
bined to provide an equal base to compare with the
Japan question.

Source: For Japan, Japan Ministry of Health and Welfare, 1994 data;
for U.S., Statistical Abstract of the United States, p. 105, 1992 data.

Home-Life in Japan: The Wife Does It All

Question: Who is responsible for the following chores...?

care of sick family members?

June 1994

B wire always does it.

Wife does it most of
the time.

Both husband and wife
= do it together or
equally share the
responsibility.

Like Americans, Japanese See Divorce
Differently When Kids Are Involved
Question: Do you agree or disagree...?
..Married couples who have children should not get di-
vorced even if their relationship deteriorates.

Difficult
to say

Disagree

...Married couples should not get divorced even if they do
not have children.

Disagree

to say June 1994
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Japan: Older Norms of
Work and Family Are Eroding

May 1994

Question: Should a husband help raising his baby or cooking Questions: Do you agree or disagree with the following...?
in the kitchen?

...Ilt is not good for the man to look after the children while

h job.
Should the woman has a job
never help Difficult
to say
B Should help

1973 Disagree

1978

...Theman’s job is to earn income while the woman’s job is
to look after the house and family.

1983

1988

Difficult
to say

1993

June 1994

Question: How do you feel about women who continue to work after they are married?

Women should quit work and look after their house and family
after they are married.

B women should continue working until they have a baby.

=] If circumstances permit, women should continue working after
they have a baby.

May 1994
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Coming Soon—Fall 1995
Japan and America—a full-length monograph containing
over 100 pages of Japanese/U.S. survey data comparing
the values and attitudes of the people.

A joint venture of the Roper Center and
The American Ent_erp_l_'is_e Institute

Watch for ordering information in our OetoberiNove’mbér 1995 issue of PP

Parents’ Highest Hopes for Their Children
Japan u.s.

Question: What type of people do you want your children to  Question: ...[W]hich thing...would you pick as the most impor-
become, did you want them to become, or would you wantthem  tant for a child to learn to prepare him or her for life?
to become?

Not bothersome to others.

| December 1994 NORC GSS 1994

Taking Husband’s Name Remains the Norm in Both Countries
Japan U.S.

Question: A married woman normally uses her husband’s  Question: People have different opinions about whether or not
family name. Do you think this must remain the norm or not?  women should change their names when they marry. Which of
the following options do you consider to be the best choice for

i ?
Other/no a newly married woman?

response Other/DK
Combine

(hyphenate)/
names [

own last husband's
hame last name
September1994 ROPER August 7-14, 1993
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Japan: How Should Husband and Wife
Share Responsibilities?

Country’s Family Values Look “Male Chauvinist”
to Many Americans

Patriarchal household in which the wife is
obedient and dedicated to her husband.

Question: Which of the following four types of families
do you think is ideal?

May 1994

Question: Which type of man do you tend to approve of— Question: Which type of woman do you tend to approve of—
a man who gives priority to his family life or to his work? a woman who gives priority to her family life or to her work?

December 1994

Difficult Difficult

tosa
to say
Gives priority to Gives . o
his family life priority to Gives priority
her work to her family
life
priority to
his work
Question: Which [portraits of a man’s work and married Question: Which [portraits of a woman’s work and married
life] are closest to your ideas of an ideal husband? life] are closest to your ideas of an ideal wife?

Has a good understanding of her husband's
work and social activities.

Has a good job and steady income.
Is enthusiastic about his job. “
- '

Skillful in housekeeping and good at bringing
up and educating children.

October 1993
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December 1993

Question: Do you think civic responsibility and public morals
are being well observed in Japan today?

No

61%

|

i
Not sure %‘ 129,

\

L

Asked of the 61% answering “no” to the above question

Question: For which of the following reasons do you think...[they
are not]? Choose from among the list.

Roads and rivers are
littered with trash.

People do not observe
traffic rules.

Holiday resorts are
littered with trash.

People throw cigarette
butts on the ground.

Public facilities are
getting damaged.

People make disturbing noises.

People behave badly while on
public transportation.

People cough up phlegm
and spit in public.

Flower beds and lawns in
resort areas are
getting destroyed.

People cut ahead of
others in lines.

People get drunk and
disturb others.

Other

Not sure

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Japan and America
—Norms For Sexual Conduct Look Much the Same—
—Japanese Views of Failings in “Civic Responsibility”
Differ from Americans’—

Asked in Japan

percent
responding
"unacceptable”
percent
responding
"acceptable”

D DK/No response

Questions: Do youthinkitis
unacceptable or acceptable
for...

...unmarried menandwomen
to have sexual relations with
others?

..married men and women to
have sexual relations with
people other than their
spouses?

NORC
GSS ©) 100

Asked in the U.S.

percent

B responding
"always/almost
always wrong"
percent

B responding
"wrong only
sometimes”

percent
[0 responding "not
wrong at all”

0 bk

Question: ...If a man and
woman have sex relations
before marriage, do you think
it is. 3

Question: What s your opin-
ion about a married person
having sexual relations with
someone other than the mar-
riage partner—is it...?

21

...men and women to have
sexual relations with some-
one of the same sex?

Question: What about
sexual relations between two
adults of the same sex—do
you think it is...?
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