READ ME
This polling memo assignment was prepared by Prof. Alauna Safarpour (Gettysburg College) for an undergraduate class on statistical methods of Political Science and shared with the Roper Center as a teaching resource in June 2025. 
Please contact Prof. Safarpour with any questions regarding the assignment: asafarpo@gettysburg.edu 

Files:
“Polling Memo_Assignment Details.docx” is the description of the assignment and grading criteria in word document format.
“Safarpour_PollingMemoClass_POL215.pdf” is a slide deck that introduces students to the Roper Center iPoll database and walks them through how to download the dataset they will need for the assignment. 
“POL215_Polling_Memo_Lecture.R” demonstrates how to import the data into R, perform some necessary recodes, and how to compute weighted cross tabulations using two different packages (the RCPA3 package and the survey package in R). This script also shows students some basic statistical tests using RCPA3 and how to export crosstabs as csv files (if they wish to use Datawrapper to produce figures).
“Polling-Analysis_-AP-NORC-June-2020-Policing.pdf” is the pdf file created by the R markdown file “Polling Analysis_ AP NORC June 2020 Policing.Rmd.” This is the most comprehensive set of instructions for the assignment which shows students both code and output for how to replicate the results of the AP NORC article on the survey findings linked at the top of the document. 
License:
Polling Memo Assignment © 2020 by Alauna Safarpour is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

