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I GETTING OUT THE VOTE 
by H.F. Gosnell 

Chapter I — INTRODUCTICW 

It might be stated as a general rule in American politics that the pro-
portion of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with the 
closeness of the elections in the particular jurisdiction analyzed. 

It is not essential that the election actually be a close one* If the 
general impression is current that the election is going to be a close one, 
that is sufficient to stimulate greatly the interest of the electors in the 
voting process. 

The facts gathered in the study of non-voting show that a large proportion 
of the non-voters in Chicago are ignorant regarding elections. The present 
study also shows that there is a relationship between habitual non-voting and 
a lack of schooling, 

REASONS FOR NOT REGISTERING GIVEN BY SELECTED NON-VOTERS 
IN THE 1923 AND 192k ELECTIONS: PERCENTAGE 

DISTRIBUTION 

Reasons for Not Registering 

All reasons! 
Number 
Percentage 

Illness 
Absence 
Detained by helpless member of family. . . 
Insufficient legal residence 
Fear of loss of wages or business. . . . . 
Congestion at the polls 
Poor location of polling booth 
Fear of disclosure of age 
Disbelief in woman's voting 
Objections of husband 
Belief that one vote counts for nothing. . 
Disgust with politics 
Disgust vdth own party 
Belief that ballot box is corrupted. . . . 
Disbelief in all political action 
General indifference 
Indifference to particular election. . . . 
Neglect: intended to register but failed . 
Ignorance or timidity regarding elections. 
Failure of party workers 

Adult Citizens Adult Citizens 
Not Registered Not Registered 
for the Mayor- for the Presi-
alty Election dential Election 
of 1923 of I92U 

3,369 6U9 
100.0 100.0 
7.7 12.3 
6.2 h.2 
1.6 1.1 
7.6 6.6 
2.9 3.3 
0.5 0.5 
0.7 1.1 
0.3 0.0 
11.3 13 .U 1.6 1.8 
1.6 2,2 
ii.9 6.0 
0.6 0.0 
0.7 0.0 
0.5 0.0 
33.k 33.8 
2.3 0.3 
5.0 2.9 
9.6 10.0 1.0 0.5 

The per cent of the vote cast for the majority party and the per cent of the 
eligible voters not voting by states correlated .62 in I92O and ,58 in I92U. 
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It sçpears from this table that the conclusions reached in the study 
of non-voting regarding the quantitative importance of the various reasons 
given for electoral abstentions were fairly accurate. The attitudes of most of 
the non-voters interviewed in connection with the presidential election were 
obtained both before and after the election. In both the presidential and may-
oralty elections, one-third of those who failed to register attributed their 
delinquency in electoral matters to general indifference, one-tenth were ig-
norant or timid regarding elections, and so on. Although this table shows 
what kind of rationalizations non-voters make for failing to exercise the fran-
chise, it does not indicate the qualitative importance of the different reasons. 
How much pressure is needed to persuade a non-voter to overcome his indiffer-
ence toward elections or his timidity regarding the process? It is this ques-
tion which is given special consideration in the paces that follow. The re-
sults of the expeilment in the stimulation of voting are based upon the actual 
response of six thousand citizens iihose behavior was obseived on November h, 
192kf and on February lii, 1923'. It is assumed that the behavior of these citi-
zens at these two elections is typical enough to be of general interest. 1 

Chapter II — EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUE 

Aim; To determine theactent to which some of the factors causing non-voting 
could be controlled in a given election. 

Reference to previous study of non-voting in re Chicago mayoralty 
election of 1923: 

the factors showh to have some relation to non-voting were 
sex, the dramatic quality of the particular election, the 
convenience of the election system, mobility, foreign 
birth, and foreign-language training, and the nature of 
the local party organization, newness to the city and un-
familiarity with local surroundings» 

Inasmuch as the previous study showed that the great bulk of the non-
voters were not registered, emphasis was placed on increasing registration. 

Factors kept constant: election machinery, party orgainizations, sex, 
mobility, foreign language habits, derivative citizenship. 

Step 1 in sampling process: complété canvass of all adult citizens in 12 se-
lected districts in Chicago during the summer months preceding the 
presidential election K 192i;. 

One Gold Coast precinct — wealthy native whites 
Two South Side precincts populated by native whites, one poor. 

One good, neighborhood. 
One South Side district solidly Negro 
Two districts near the stockyards — one Irish, one Polish 
One South Chicago district predominately Polish 

1» See Ben A. Arneson "Non-voting in a Typical Ohio Community", Ameri-
can Political Science Review, XIX, 816-25» His results are strikingly similiar 
to those obtained in Non-Voting and in the present study. 


