GETTING OUT THE VOTE
: by H.F. Gosnell

Chapter I -- INTRODUCTION

It might be stated as a general rule in American politics that the pro-
portion of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with the
closeness of the elections in the particular jurisdiction analyzed.,

It is not essential that the election actually be a close one. If the
general impression is current that the election is going to be a close one,
that is sufficient to stimulate greatly the interest of the electors in the
voting process.

The facts gathered in the study of non-voting show that a large proportion
of the non-voters in Chicago are ignorant regarding elections. The present
study also shows that there is a relationship between habitual non-voting and
a lack of schooling.

REASONS FOR NOT REGISTERING GIVEN BY SELECTED NON-VOTERS
IN THE 1923 AND 192l ELECTIONS: PERCENTAGE

DISTRIBUTION
Adult Citizens Adult Citizens
Not Registered Not Registered
Reasons for Not Registering for the Mayor- for the Presi-
alty Election dential Election
of 1923 of 192}
All reasons:
e R T G S T e R S 3,369 6L9
e TR R N Rl e S o8 e 100.0 100.0
TUIRBEE . o [ o e s A E A ey e Tl 12.3
BRROBEE - i oo o 5 e s e R 6.2 L.2
Detained by helpless member of family. . . . . . 1.6 1.1
Insufficient legal residence « « v o« « o o o o 7.6 6.6
Fear of loss of wages or business. « . « . « « . 2.9 33
Congestion at the Polls. v v ¢ o ¢ & v o o o o o 0.5 0.5
Poor location of polling booth o o v v « « o « & 0.7 1:1
Foor of disclosure of 8e. . < & ¢ v v o« &' o o 043 0.0
Disbelief in woman's voting. . ¢« . v « « o 4 & & 113 13.1k
Ohjections of hmsbllid . . . & « o ¢ o v i v's's 1.6 1.8
Belief that one vote counts for nothing, . . . . 1.6 2.2
Blagast With Polities .« . ¢ ¢ % vio od 455 va L.9 6.0
Disgust with own PEFLY & » v o o ¢ o ¢ & o o o o 0.6 0.0
Belief that ballot box is corrupted. . . . . . . 047 0.0
Disbelief in all political action. . . « o« « . . 0.5 0.0
SEneral INQLITLerenea. 1 v s i e v e e 33.L 33.8
Indifference to particular election. . . . . . . 243 0.3
Neglect: intended to register but failed . . . . 5.8 2.9
Ignorance or timidity regarding elections. . . . 9.6 10.0
Failmme of party workers « o « « « o o o o o o o 1.0 0.5

The per cent of the vote cast for the ma jority party and the per cent of the
eligible voters not voting by states correlated .62 in 1920 and .58 in 192).







