GETTING OUT THE VOTE
: by H.F. Gosnell

Chapter I -- INTRODUCTION

It might be stated as a general rule in American politics that the pro-
portion of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with the
closeness of the elections in the particular jurisdiction analyzed.,

It is not essential that the election actually be a close one. If the
general impression is current that the election is going to be a close one,
that is sufficient to stimulate greatly the interest of the electors in the
voting process.

The facts gathered in the study of non-voting show that a large proportion
of the non-voters in Chicago are ignorant regarding elections. The present
study also shows that there is a relationship between habitual non-voting and
a lack of schooling.

REASONS FOR NOT REGISTERING GIVEN BY SELECTED NON-VOTERS
IN THE 1923 AND 192l ELECTIONS: PERCENTAGE

DISTRIBUTION
Adult Citizens Adult Citizens
Not Registered Not Registered
Reasons for Not Registering for the Mayor- for the Presi-
alty Election dential Election
of 1923 of 192}
All reasons:
e R T G S T e R S 3,369 6L9
e TR R N Rl e S o8 e 100.0 100.0
TUIRBEE . o [ o e s A E A ey e Tl 12.3
BRROBEE - i oo o 5 e s e R 6.2 L.2
Detained by helpless member of family. . . . . . 1.6 1.1
Insufficient legal residence « « v o« « o o o o 7.6 6.6
Fear of loss of wages or business. « . « . « « . 2.9 33
Congestion at the Polls. v v ¢ o ¢ & v o o o o o 0.5 0.5
Poor location of polling booth o o v v « « o « & 0.7 1:1
Foor of disclosure of 8e. . < & ¢ v v o« &' o o 043 0.0
Disbelief in woman's voting. . ¢« . v « « o 4 & & 113 13.1k
Ohjections of hmsbllid . . . & « o ¢ o v i v's's 1.6 1.8
Belief that one vote counts for nothing, . . . . 1.6 2.2
Blagast With Polities .« . ¢ ¢ % vio od 455 va L.9 6.0
Disgust with own PEFLY & » v o o ¢ o ¢ & o o o o 0.6 0.0
Belief that ballot box is corrupted. . . . . . . 047 0.0
Disbelief in all political action. . . « o« « . . 0.5 0.0
SEneral INQLITLerenea. 1 v s i e v e e 33.L 33.8
Indifference to particular election. . . . . . . 243 0.3
Neglect: intended to register but failed . . . . 5.8 2.9
Ignorance or timidity regarding elections. . . . 9.6 10.0
Failmme of party workers « o « « « o o o o o o o 1.0 0.5

The per cent of the vote cast for the ma jority party and the per cent of the
eligible voters not voting by states correlated .62 in 1920 and .58 in 192).




It appears from this table that the conclusions reached in the study
of non-voting regarding the quantitative importance of the various reasons
given for electoral abstentions were fairly accurate., The attitudes of most of
the non-voters interviewed in connection with the presidential election were
obtained both before and after the election. In both the presidential and may-
oralty elections, one~third of those who failed to register attributed their
delinquency in electoral mgtters to general indifference, one-tenth were ig-
norant or timid regarding elections, and so on. Although this table shows
what kind of rationalizations non-voters make for failing to exercise the fran-
chise, it does not indicate the qualitative importance of the different reasons.
How much pressure is needed to persugde a non~voter to overcome his indiffer-
ence toward elections or his timidity regarding the process? It is this ques~
tion which is given speciagl consideration in the pages that followe The re-
sults of the experiment in the stimulation of voting are based upon the actual
response of six thousand citizens whose behavior was observed on November L,
192L;, and on February 1L, 1925. It is assumed that the behavior of these citi-
zens gt thesetwo elections is typical enough to be of general interests 1

Chapter II =— EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUE

Aim: To determine the extent to which some of t he factors causing non-voting
could be controlled in a given electione.

Reference to previous study of non-voting in re Chicago mayoralty
election of 1923:

the factors shown to have some relation to non-voting were
sex, the dramatic quality of the particular election, the
convenience of the election system, mobility, foreign
birth, and foreign-language training, and the nature of
the local party organization, newness to the city and un-—
familiarity with local surroundingse

Inasmuch as the previous study showed that the great bulk of the non-
voters were not registered, emphasis was placed on increasing registration.

Factors kept constant: electicn machinery, party organizations, sex,
mobility, foreign language habits, derivative citizenshipe.

Step 1 in sampling process: complete canvass of all adult citizens in 12 se-
lected districts in Chicago during the summer months preceding the
presidential election 1f 192l

One Gold Coast precinct -- wealthy native whites

Two South Side precincts populated by native whites, one poor,
One good, neighborhood.

One South Side district solidly Negro

Two districts near the stockyards -~ one Irish, one Polish

One South Chicago district predominately Polish

l. See Ben A. Arneson "Non-voting in a Typical Chio Community", Ameri-
can Political Science Review, XIX, 816-25. His results agre strikingly similiar

to those obtained in Non-Voting and in the present studye




Two North Side precincts, one German and one Swedish
Three West Side precincts populated by Russian Jews, Czechs,
and Italians

Following data obtained for each person:
sex
color
citizenship status
occupation
country of bieth
age
marital condition
mother tongue
length of residence gt same address and in the city
political preferences
schooling
literacy
previous voting record.
knowledge of govermment
economic status

Step 2 in sampling process:
Division of citizens in each of the districts into two groups --
experimental and control groups

Chapter III =- METHODS USED TO STIMULATE VOTING

Many citizens had said that they had failed to vote either because they
could not find the polling place, or because they were sick or absent on registra-
tion day and did not know about the provisions of the law for absent registration,
or because no one had informed them of the necessity of registering upon such
and such a day, or because they were new to the city and did not know whether
they were qualified as voters or not, or because they had never voted before and
were ignorant of the process and timid regarding making a start.

The character of the canvass was thorough and non pprtisan. Notices
were sent to all the adult citizens in the districts studied regardless of their
partisanship or previous voting recorde

There were English, Polish, Czech, and Italian versons of the postcard
notices.

Second notices were sent to those who received notices but failed to
register on the first daye Second noticeswere of two types: one was factugl,
the other was of a hortatory character, containing a cartoon and seversl slo-

gansSe

Up to this point it has been shown that the proportion of the citizens
that registered in the experimental group was apprecigbly higher than in the
control group on both the first and second days of registration, that a slightly
larger proportion of the women who received the hortatory appeal registered than
those who received the factual metice, that a slightly larger proportion of the
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registered voters who received sample ballots voted in the presidential election
than of those registered voters who did not, and that an appreciable larger per=-
centage of the registered voters who were sent the notice regarding the alder-
manic election took part in that election than of those who were sent no notice,
At each stage of the election process and at different elections, the non-partisan
mail canvass to get out the vote had a stimulating effect upon the voting res-
ponse of the citizens studied.

Chapter IV -- EFFECT OF PARTY ORGANIZATION ON VOTING

The kind of notices which we sent out were the most effective among the
habitual non-voters. The habitual non-voters are those whom the party workers
have not reached with their various and sundry methods., They are the new mem-
bers of the electorate who have not yet taken the first step toward the exercise
of the franchise, the women with inferiority complexes, the citizens who have
become disgusted with politics, and those who disbelieve ih all political actions

It has now been established that the non-partisan mail canvass brought
out a. larger vote both at the presidential and at the aldermanic elections than
was brought out by the party workers alone. This result was obtained uniformly
in precincts which contained widely different political views and which had
widely varying types of party l aders.

The notices whichwe sent out in following up this canvass had the
greatest influence upon those who had never voted before or who looked upon
themselves as independent voters not belonging to one of the two major organi-
zations. The quantitative effect of our notices varied with the strength of the
local party organization and the previous voting record of the citizens who
received them.

Chapter V -- RACIAL AND ECONO:IC INFLUENCES UPON VOTING

It has now been shown that the voting response of the citizens studied
was effected to some extent by their membership in different social and economic
groups. Foreign birth and foreign-language training are to some extent associ-
ated with non-voting, but a mail canvass to get out the vote is just about as
effective among the foreign-born as among the native-born, nor does there seem
to be any great variation in the susceptibility of the different nationalistic
groups to non-partisan civic appeals regarding voting. However, the colored
women and the women born in Italy were slightly more responsive to our appeals
than some of the other groups studieds The reason for this is undoubtedly
that the political education of these two groups has been sorely neglected.

Both lack any kind of civic organization such as the League of Women Voters

which is so strong among the native white womens The other group factors studied,
~such as term of residence, economic status, w@re more closely relsted to the
success of our mail canvass, The notices to register brought the highest returns
among the new residents of the city and among the very rich who of their own ac=-
cord showed great interest in presidentigl elections, but who were difficult to
reach by ordinary canvassing methods,.
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Chapter VI -- EDUCATIONAL INFLUENCES UPON VOTING

The principal factors studied in the experiment in the stimulation of
voting have now been discussed. It has been shown that a non-partisan, get-
out-the-vote canvass has the greatest influence among those least attached to
one of the old-line party organizations, those who have never voted before,
among women who ¢ timid regarding elections either because of foreign lan-
guage training or because of inferior status in the home, among the new resi-
dents of the city who feel unacquainted with the political affairs of the com-
munity, among the very rich who are hard to reach by the methods employed by the
ordinary precinct workers, among the citizens who can not read and write Eng-
lish, among the citizens who have had no schooling, and among the citizens who
have practically no knhowledge of Am#rican political institutionse.

Chapter VII -- CONCLUSION

Certain inferences and conclusions seem to be warrented by the examina=-
tion of the results obtained in the study of non-voting and in the present
study of a non-partisan maid canvass to get out the vote.

First, it is possible by the method of random sampling to measure the
success of any device designed to interest people in electionse.

Second, a complete personal notification of all the adult citizens re-
garding the time and place of registration will secore a more complete listing
of all persons qualified and anxious to vote than is obtained at present.

Third, a complete notification of all the registered voters regarding
the candidates and issues to be voted upon would increase the proportion of
registrants who voted in all elections,

Fourth, a civic educational program for adults as well as for children
would undoubtedly have an immediate and continuous effect upon the interest
shown in electionsas
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lt nught be st&tad is a general ‘rule in Ameriean politics that the #roe 
portxcn of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with tho :
closeness of the ol;ctiana in tha particular Jurisdiction analyzed,

ok i is ant nsooa&ial that the aleetioa actunlly bc a close ono. It the
. gannral impression is current that the election is going to be a close one,
. that is sufficient to atimulata greatly the interest at the electors in the
S 'voting process.,

The fhctﬁ gaeherad in the ‘study af non=voting shaw that a lnrge praportion ‘
of the non-voters in Chicago are ignorant regarding elections, The present
study also shows that there is a relationlhip bctwnen habitual non-voting and
a Inek of . lehnoliﬁg. it

Rmsms FOR NOP nmmwms OIVEN BY snmn H@K-!OPWRS
e m WE 1923 AND 192 TLECTIONS: mmmrmg

DISTRIRUPTON : :
: - Adult Citizens Adult Citizens
oA Bhin e A (E T L Nt Ragiataruﬂ Mot Rezistered :
Reasons for Vot Registering i for the Yayor~ = for the Presi- .
T _ N s o - alty Election dential BElection
. , ; of 1$93 S of 1925 =
A1l reasons: e o ' ;?”T :
Htmbl?. . . ‘ l ; Roa ool Sk MR ~'Q_“;»tf ; LR 3,369 e &‘9
Pbretntaga. a Q ‘. n . t : Q . e 103.0 v st o 1&@9
Xllm.! © c . . » ,W’ e H. oo e » o) . @ o u ; . . a8 707 S : 1203
‘-m N T R R . . . ". o(td g 1602 ok hoé
1 B‘t&indd w hﬁlph.ﬂ mb.r 9‘ flmi]\v. ‘;.o‘ 50 i e SR 1.5 l P 5%
: Iﬂ!affi&m‘ m‘l mmﬂc’ vy e se * . Ta o ?&6 : 6.6
Fear of loss of wages or business, . . . « . 4 . Ry 5 e
13 ﬁom.tm ‘tv W mmo L A R S ey i Gts ; 0;5
: Poor hﬂatim of wm bootlh G2 S A S e 0w : 0 T " Radk
Fear of di’ﬂl@.ur. of ‘GB- PO ‘av ML 613 : ; 0.0
¢ Diﬂbﬂﬁ.f in Wm" Wtiﬂﬂ. IR, P N T A 1103 th
Gbmtion. Gr hu.w e e w ¢ 8 e e W & n6 i 1.8
Belief that oa@ 'm mt‘ for nothing. ¢ 8 v w 1.6 e ¥
Disgust with mliti@' s 8 s s e 5% hc9 ; 60 &
Bi'gmt with orm My P e R e D8 bl Sy jaoo
Jeliefl that b‘mt m is Qﬁrruytm- N e 9‘7 i L
B‘l&beliaf in lll p&li‘t«ieal &eti&o . e L R G;?.' ¢ _' ok 0,0 W
General 1ndiff'rQMQo s . o G e T e e 33:& £ 33.8 i
: Indiffereﬂﬁt to pﬂ!‘ticuhr thtion. & e % 4 v @ 2.3 7 - .3
Neglect: intended to register but failed , . . . S 2.9
Ignorance or timidity resarding eloetions. e 96 - _ 16.0
: r‘im Qf part.y mk@rﬂ R R e 1: 95

 “‘vut. aasz for the majority party and the per c-ut of the
cligible vctora nnt vating by states eerralated 62 in 1920 and .58 in 191&.




It appears from tnia tablo that tha conoluaions reached in the study

of non-voting regarding the quantitative import.ance of the various reasons

given for electoral abstentions were fairly accurate, The attitudes of most of
the non-voters interviewed in connection with the presidential election were
obtained both before and after the elsction. In both the presidential and may-
oralty elections, one-third of those who failed to register attributed their
delinquency in electoral matters to general indifference, one-tenth were ig-
norant or timid regarding elections, and 8o on. Although this table shows

what kind of rationalizations non-voters make for failing to exercise the fran-
chise, it does not indicate the gualitative importance of the different reamns, -
How much pressure is needed to persuade a non=-voter to overcome his indiffer- ;
ence toward elections or his timidity regarding the process? It is tais ques~
,uon which is given special consideration in the pages that follow, The re-
sults of the experiment in the stimulation of voting are based upen the actual

 ‘response of 8ix tho.sand citizens whose behavior was observed on November k,

192l and on February 1, 1925, It is assumed that the behavior of these citi-
zens .t thenm oleotiona 10 typical moug,h to be of genaral 1nterest. 1

Ghapter 1T — BXPERIUBNTAL TECHKIGUE

Aim$ To determine the extent to which some of t he factors causing non=voting
could be ccntrcllod in a given elections :

; Rofmnca to previous study of non-voting, in re bhicggc mayoralt.y
ellection of 1923: :
tho f.actora shown to have some relatian to non—voting were
- sex, the dramatic quality of the particular election, the
convenience of the election system, mobility, foreign
. birth, and foreign-language training, and the nature of
‘  ‘the local party organization, newness to the city and un-
Iamiliarity with local surroundings.

: Imunch as the previous study showed that the groat ‘bulk of the non-
Votara were not registered, emphasis was piaced on increasing registration,

Pwterq kept constant: electiin ‘machinery, party arganiutiona, sex,
mbility. toroian lmeuaae hlbita, dqrivativc citiunmip

Step l in ampling proooam complcta canvass of all adult citizens in 3.2 ge=
: ~lected districts in Chicago during tne summer mom.hs preceding the
preaidmtial election if 1922;.

-One Gold Coast precinct. - veslthy native whites
m South Side precincts populated by native whites, one poor s
One good, neighborhood,
; Onc South Side district solidly Negro
Iwo districts near the stockyards -- one Irish, one Poiian
One South Chicago district predonimuoly Poliah -

1. See Ben A Arnuon "Non-voting in a Typical Ohio Comunity" Ameri-
- can Political Science deview, XIX, 816-25, His results are strikingly ain'fiﬁ'r'f
se obtained in llon-Votigg and ia the present atudy. : ;



Two ﬂerth Side precinets, one German and one Swedish
i'bru West Side precincts popuhted by Russian Jews, buchs »
and It.aluns :

Follmd ng data obtalned for each pex'som

sex ;
color :
citizenship statua

. “occupation -

. eountry of Lipth

- age
‘marital condition

- mother tongue :
length of residence gt same address and in thc city
political prefmacu :
schooling
literacy
previcus voting roeov&
knowledge of wmt oot
economic staptus % iy

' .Shp 2 in sampling process:
. Division of citizens in each of the diatricta im.o two groups --

axparium-nl and nontrol mupa

Ghaptcr III - W USED 10 STD! IATB VOTIDIG

; liany citizens lmi uid th.t my had failod to voto nithor boum they
“ eould not find the polling place, or beca.se they were sick or absent on registra-
 tion day and did not know a bout the provisions of the law for absent registration,
_ or because no one had informed them of the necessity of registering upon sich
. and such a day, or because they were new to the city and did not know whether

. they were qualified as voters or not, or because they had never voted beforo and
were 1gnorm of the procus and timid regarding making a start.

ﬂa characwr of the canvass was tborough and non partisan. Notices
were sont to all the adult citizens in the districts atudiad rtgardhn et their
partimz:ip or prsvioua voting record..

Thore were English, Polish, c:.eeh, and Iulian versons of the post.card
notices, :

; &mnd notices were sent to those wno receivod mticos but faihd to
register on the first day. Second notices w ere of two types: - one was factual,
the otlar wu of a herutory charaétar, contai ning a cartoon and several slo-

- gans.

. Up to this point it t;u boen lhmm th;t tlw proportioa of thu ci‘binns
that registered in the experimental group was appreciably higher tnan in the
control group on both the first and second days of registration, that & slightly
larger proportion of the women wo received the hortatory appeal registered than
those who roeoived the factual ntico, that. a slightly larger proportion ei‘ the



‘jnginterod vetern who received uwlo ballots votod in the pruidant.nl cmtion
than of those registered voters who did not, and that an appreciable larger per-
. centage of the registered voters who were s ent the notice regarding the alder-

- manic election took part in that olocticm than of those who were sent no notice,

At each stage of the election process and at different elections, the neon-partisan

mail canvass to get out the vote had a utimulatmg effect upon the voting res-
ponse of the citizens tt.udied. ; ‘

: cm\pter IV == EFFB{:T oF PARTI oammm'rwm oN vormc

' ‘The kind of notices which we gent out. were the most effective wng the

‘hlbitul mwvotorn. ~ The habitual non-voters are thoseé whom the party workers

have not reached with their various and sundry methods, They are the new mem-
_bers of the electorate wno have not yet taken the first step toward the exercise

- of the franchise, the women with infericrity complexes, the citizens who have
“become dingustod uitn politics, and thoso vho disbelieve m all pelitic:l mtian.

It. has nov bun oatlblish.d that the non-partilm mail canvass brought
. out-a larger vote both at the presidential and at the aldermanic elections than
was brought out by the party workers alone. This result was obtained uniforaly
in precincts which contained widely ﬁifforont pelitical views tnd which had
widoly urmgtypu of party hadara. ; :

: The notices whichwe sent out in following up this ccavuu had t.no
greatest influence upon those who had never voted before or who looked upon

theuselves as independent voters not belonging to one of the two major organi-

- gzations. The quantitative effect of our notices varied with the strength of the
- local party organintien and the previous voting record of the cit.iuns who

reenivod thm.

Chapter V <= RACIAL AND woﬂo.gm INFLUENCES UPON VOTING

i It has now been lhovm that the voting response of the citizens studied
 was effected to some extent by their membership in difforent social and economic
‘groups. Foreign birth and foreign-language training are to some extent associ-
ated with non-voting, but a mail canvass to get cut the vote is just about as

e fective among the foreign-born as among the native-bern, nor does there seem
- to be any great variation in the susceptibility of tue different nationalistic
groups to non-partisan civic appeals regarding vobting. However, the colored
women and the women born in Italy were slightly more responaive to our appeals
‘than some of the other groups studied. ihe reason for this is undoubtedly
that the political education of these two groups has been sorely neglected.
Both lack any kind of ecivic organigation such as the League of Women Voters
which is so strong among the native white women. 7The other group factors studied,
such as term of residence, economic status, wére more closely related to the
success of our mail eaiwass, The notices to register brought the highest returns
among the new residents of the city and among the very rich who of their own ac~
‘cord showed great interest in presidential elections, but who were diffimﬁ‘t to
‘ runh by ordimry canvauing mt.hoda. : ; ;




Chaptor VI = BDUCATIONAL nwwmc..s UPCH VO’I‘IMG

: The prineipal tactors studied in the experiment in the at.inulatian of
voting have now been discussed. 1t has been shown that a non-partisan, get-
out~the-vote canvass has the greatest influence among those least attached to
one of the old-line party organisations, those who have never voted before,
among women who #re timid regarding elections either because of foreign lan-
guage training or because of inferior status in the home, among the new resi=
“dents of the city who feel unacquainted with the political affairs of the com=
‘munity, among the very rich who are hard to reach by the methods employed by the
‘ordinary precinct workers, among the cltisens wio can not read and write Eng-
lish, among the citizens who have had no schooling, and among the citinns wWo
have practically no knwlsaf,c of hmérican political mstitutinm. Bt

Chlpt.r Vil - GOHCL SIQIi

wrwln 1nf¢romu and conclusions seem to be warrented by the amim-
tion of the results obtained in the study of non-voting and in the prcunt
'atudy of a mn-partiun maii mna t.c get out the vote.

. First, it is pansibh by the method of random uwpling to ncuure the
success of any devieo design«! t.a inmrest peoplo in elwtiom. G

o Smaond, a conplem personal mtiﬂcatien of all thc wm ciﬁium re-
 garding the time and place of registration will secure a more complete listing
o ci‘ all poraons qunlif:ted and mxioua to vote than is obtuimd at prcunﬁ. »

: Third, a complcto netifmntion or all the rsguurod vet.ers rawding
- the candidates and issues to be voted upon wo .ld. 1mmm the proportion of '
 pegistrants who voted in all elections,. ’ ‘ :

B Fourth, a civic educational program for. ndults as well as for children
~would undoubtedly have an 1madiatc and eontinuous affect. upon the interest
: »thom in electionss




| QETTING OUT THE VOTE
by HeF o Gosnﬂll‘

Chapter 1 -'IHTRGBUETICH
it might be stated as a general rule in Amariean politics that the pro=-

portion of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with the
clo-ensas of tho elnctiana in the particular jurisdiction analyzod,

it ia not enlontial that the election actually be a close one. If the
general impression is current that the election is going to be a close one,
that is sufficient to stimulate grca%ly the intsrest of the electors in the
'vnting process., ~ : , i

The facts gatherod 1n the 'tudy of nonﬂwoting show that a Inrge proportion
of the non-voters in Chicago are ignorant regardin: elections, The present
study also shows that there is & relationship between habitaul nenwvobing and
a laek of achooling.

_ REASONS FOR NOT REGISTERING GTPEN Y smmm xm—vﬂm
IN-THE 1923 AND 192k ELRCTTONSS macmmam o

DI%TRIFWTION
Adult Citizens = Adult Citizens
: e Not Registered = Not Regzistered
Reasons for Not Registering for the ¥ayor- for the Presi-
i Ty < alty Election dential Election
,‘ v of 1923 _of 192l
All reasons: i ‘ :
Humbero v -:o ;.- L M S G S i Ly MBS ERL NPT G B 3)369 6&9'
Pmenwgaon Tl TR SRR s 8 % 8 8 8 s lmoo 100'0
A Illnﬁ" e B e BT LU S e T S S S SR e e S 7.7 1203
BOBBODE. 4 o v s ey i e de 6.2 L2
Detained Qy hﬁlplﬂ" member of f‘mily» (I 1.6 ‘191
. Insufficient legal residence + + + + o ¢ o o ¢ & 746 6.6
: Ee‘r Gf lOBB of wages or bu’ine"u ¥ e 8 w08 2.9 : 303
Con‘Cltien BE DB POLLIB: v o o 5 o 5.0 v 5% wiw 0.5 0.5
Poor location of polling DOOEN & w.% v b %0 5 % 0.7 1.1
F"r of di’ﬁlﬁ’ur‘ of g4 P Y Ol 003 ; D0
ni'beliﬂf in 'on‘n.s Votingq « s e “.v. e 1103 a0 ; : 13}h
abj‘etionﬂ of husband . 4+ &+ . T e e 1-6 ; : 1.8
Belief that one vote counts for nothlng. R X5 2.2
Diogust with pelitic’ 8 5 8 ¢ s 0 8 5 0 s s hg9 6.0
Disguat 'ith om party S T R N e e 006 0.0
Belief that ballot box is corrupted. . « « + « & 0.7 0.0
Disbelief in all political action. . o ¢ ¢ s i s Q.€ 0.0
General indifferens®e: & v 5 o o s N 330h 3308
Indifference to particulapﬁﬁlﬂationm © & 2 6 9 @ 23 003
Negleet: intended to register but failed , . . . 5.0 24
Ignorance or timidity rezarding elections, . , . 9.6 10.0
Failﬂx’ of party 'oerrS SR s N el e 1.0 005

The per cent o?'%ﬁb vote cast for the majority party and the per cent of the
eligibie voters not voting by states correlated .52 in 1920 and .58 in 192k,



It appears from this table that the conclusions reached in the study
of non-voting regarding the qnautitativ« importance of the various reasons
given for electoral abstentions were fairly accurate. The attitudes of most of
the non-voters interviewed in connection with the presidential election were
- obtained both before and after the election. In both the presidential and may-

oralty elections, one-third of those who failed to register attributed their
delinquency in electoral matters to general indifference, one-tenth were ig=
norant or timid regarding elections, and so on. Although this table shows

what kind of rationalizations non-voters make for failing to exercise the fran-
‘chise, it does not indicate the qualitative importance of the different reasns,
How much pressure is needed to persuade a non-voter to overcome his indiffer-
- ence toward elections or his timidity regarding the process? It is this gques-
tion which is given special consideration in the pages that follow., The re-
 sults of the experiment in the stimulation of voting are based upon the actual
response of six thousand citizens whose behavior was observed on November l,
1924, and on February 1, 1925, It is assumed that the behavior of these citi-
zens at thesetwo elections is typical enough to be of general interest. 1

Ghapter II = EXPERTMENTAL TECHNIQUE

Aim: To determine the extent to which some of the factors c;uaing nanavating
could be controlled in ‘a given eloction.

Rpferonca o prev1ous study of nonnvating in re bhicngo m;ynralty
eléction et 1923:

the factors shown to have somu relation to non~v°ting were
sex, the dramatic quality of the partical;r election, the
convenience of the election system, mobility, foreign

* birth, and foreign-language training, and the nature of
the local party organization, newness to the city and un-

 familiarity with local surroundingse

: Inasmuch as the previous study qhoued:that the graat bulk of the none
votara‘ﬂafe‘not registered, emphasis was laced on increasing‘rcgistration.

' Facter- kept censtant: electicn machinery, party org&n;xaticns, sex,
’ aobzlity, foreign language habits, derivative citizenship.

Step 1 in sampling process: compdste canvass of ail adult ¢itisens in 12 se-
-~ lected districts in Chicago during tne summer nonths preceding the
 presidential election 1f 192k, , .

One Gold Goast precinct == wealthy native whites

Two South Side precincts populated by native wihites, one poor,
One good, neighborhood.

One South Side district solidly Negro

Twe districts near the stockyards -- one Irish, one Polish

One South Chicago diatrict predoninaatly Poliah

ig See Ben A. Arneson "Non=voting in a Typical Ohio Community", Amnrl-‘ :

can Political Science Review, XIX, 816-25, His results are atrikingly si

~ to those obtalned in Non-votigg and in the present study.




Two North Side precinqts, one German and one Swedish
Three West Side precinets populated by Russian Jevs, Czechs,
and Itahans 3

Fallowi ng data obtai ned for each persont
sex ( :
color
citizenship ntatus
occupation ;
country of biz’eh

age
marital condition
mother t.ongu. ‘
length of residence .t same mldreas and in the city
political preferences
schooling
literacy
previous vot.ing mord
knowledge of government
economic status

Stcp 2 in ampling procnsz :
- Division of cltiuns in each of the dintric’t.u in’oo two groups =-
oxporimental and control groups

Ghapter III =- METHODS USED TO STIM LATE vorING :

Many citizens had nid t.hat thcy had failod to vote either because they
: could not find the polling place, or because they were sick or absent on registra-
tion day and did not know about the provisions of the law for absent registration,
or because no one had informed them of the necessity of registering upon such
‘and such a day, or because they were new to the city ‘and did not know whether
they were qualified as voters or not, or because they had never voted before and
were ignorant of the pmcats and timid regarding making a start. ; 0

The character of t.hc canvass was thorough and non’ partisan. Noticeb :
were sent to all the adult citizens in the district.a studiod regardless of their
partiamtuip or previous voting record. ;

rhcre were English, Polish, Czach; and Italian versons of the postcard
notices, ik Ast :

Second not:.cea were sent to those who received notices but failed to
rogister on the first day. Second noticeswere of two types: one was factual,
the other was of a hortatory character, containing a cartoon and several slo-
gans, _

; Up to this point it has boen shown that tho proport.ion of the citigzens
that registered in the experimental group was appreciably higher than in the
control group on both the first and second days of registration, that a slightly
larger proportion of the women wio received the hortatory appeal registered than
thon who received tha factual n-tieo s that a slightly largcr proportion of the




registarod voters who rooeived amplo ballou voted in the presiaantul cloctien
than of those registered voters who did not, and that an appreciable larger per-
centage of the registered voters who were sent the notice regarding the alder=
manic election took part in that election than of those who were sent no notice.
At each stage of the election process and at different elections, the non-partisan
mail canvass to get out the vote had a stinuhtmg effect upon the voting res-
ponse of the citizens studied.

Chapter IV — EFFECT OF PARTY ORGANIZATION ON VOTING

The kind of notices which we sent out were the most effective amng the
habitual non-voters. The habitual non-voters are those whom the party workers
have not reached with their various and sundry methods. They are the new mem-
bers of the electorate who have not yet taken the first step toward the exercise
of the franchise, the women with inferiority complexes, the citizens who have
become disgusted with politics, and those who disbelieve ih all political action,

‘It has now been established that the non-partisan mail canvass brought
out a larger vote both at the presidential and at the aldermanic elections than
was brought out by the party workers alones This result was obtained uniformly
in precincts which contained widely dix‘ferent political views and which iud

widely varyingwpn of party l aders. ;

The notices vhish\u sent out in folleuing up this canvass had the
greatest infliuence upon those who had never voted before or who looked ‘upon
themselves as independent voters not belonging to one of the two major organi-
zations, The quantitative effect of our notices varied with the strength of f.h-
local party arganintion and the previou- voting record of the oitiuns who
received thems

Chapter V == RACIAL AND ECONO.IC INFLUENCES UPON VOTING

: It has now been shown that the voting response of the citizens studied
was effected to some extent by their membership in different social and economic
groups. Foreign birth and foreign-hnguagc training are to some extent associ-
ated with non-voting, bubt a mail canvass to get out the vote is just about as
eifective among the foreign-born as among the native~born, nor does there seem
to be any sreat variation in the susceptibility of the different nationalistic
groups to non-partisan civic appeals regarding voting. However, the colored
women and the women born in Italy were slightly more responsive to our appeals
than some of the other groups studied. The reason for this is undoubtedly
that the political education of these two groups has been sorely neglected.
Both lack any kind of civic organigzation such as the League of Women Voters
which is 8o strong among the native white women. The other group factors studied,
such as term of residence, economic status, were more closely related to the
success of our mail cauvass, The notices to register brought the highest returns
among the new residents of the city and among the very rich who of their own ac-

- cord showed great interest in presidential clectionn, but who were difrieult to

reach by ordinary canuasing methods.




Chapter VI e EDUCATIONAL INFMUENGuS UPON VUTING

Tht principal faetors studied in the experiment in the ltimulation of
voting have now been discussed. It has been shown that a non-partisan, get-
out-the-vote canvass has the greatest influence among those least attached to
one of the oldeline party organizations, those who have never voted before,
among women who a'e timid regarding elections eithar because of foreign lan-
guage training or beeanue of inferior status in the home, among the new resie
dents of the city who feel unacquainted witn the political affairs of the come
munity, among the very rich who are hard to reach by the methods employed by the -
ordinary precinct workers, among the citlnena who can not read and write Eng=
lish, among the citizens who have had no schooling, and among the citizens wao

have practieally no khoulsdgo of Anirican pol1tica1 institutions.

Chapter VII == CGNCLuSION

o Cortain inrerenaos and conclusions seem to be warrented by the oxxmina- _‘
tion of the results obtained in the study of non-voting and in thc prcsent
study of a nonnpartiaan nlii canvass to get out the vote, Y

Firat, it in poaaiblg by thc method of randem sampling to maanure ths i
success of any device designed to internst paople in elections. i

8ocond, a complote personal nctificatlon of aLl the adult citzzen: re-
garding the time and place of raglstration will secure a more complete listing
of all persons qnalified and anxioua to vote than is obtained at present.

Third, a complete notifleation of all the reglsterad voters regarding

the candidates and issues to be voted upon wo.ld increaso the propcrtion of

registrants who voted in all electiona.

' Fourth, a aivic educational program for adults as well as for children
would undoubtodly have an immcdiate and continuous effect upon the interast
shown in eloctions.




ét?rrms GUT THE VOTR *

by H.F, Gosnell
- shaptw 3: . nmmucrm

It might bc st.ated as a ﬁ,«'.cmn'&o.]. rule in Amriaan polities that the m- :
portion of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with the
cloaamss of the elections in bbe particnl&r ju.rMict:.on amm«l.

i 1t is not emnt.ul Wt the tltctien aet.wtlly be a uleu one, If the ‘
~ general impression is curreat that the election is going to be a close one,
© that is sufficient to stimuhbe greatly the interest of the eloeteru in the

‘ wting proeou.

The faou gathered in the study of nen-wtmg Jho" t.hum a hrga proportion
of tho nonwvoters in Chicagzo are ignorant regardin: elections, The present
study also shows that thers is a u)xtimhip between habitual mn-voung and

W hok of m‘mlw

'QFASW& FQ’! nor ﬂFGISWIHG OIVEY BY SELECTED nm»vm‘ :

TN THE 1923 AND 192l BLEOTIONS:
- mmrmmm ‘

Boﬂlm for Not. Registering

PERCENTAOR .
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party and the per cent of tho :

, nllgibm voters not vatiag by at.atea correlated 62 in 1920 and .58 in 1924,



It appoara from this table that the coneluions reached in the study
of non=voting regarding the quantitative importance of the various reasons :
given for electoral abstentions were fairly accurate. The attitudes of most of
the non=voters interviewed in connection with the presidential election were
obtained both before and after the election. In both the presidential and may-
oralty elections, one~third of those who failed to register attributed their
delinquency in elsctoral matte:s to ganeral indifference, one-tenth were ige
- norant or timid regarding elections, and so oms Although this table shows
what kind of rationalizations non-voters make for failing to exercise the {ran-

-~ chise, it does not indicate the guanutive importance of the different reasmns,

* How much pressure is needed to persuade a non-voter to overcome his indiffer-
ence toward elections or his timidity regarding the process? It is this ques-
tion which is given special consideration in the pages that follow. The re-
sults of the experiment in the stimulation of voting are based upon the actugl -
ru onge of six thousand citigzens whose behavior was observed on November L,

s and on Febtruary 1, 1925. It is assumed that the benhavior of these citi-
uho gt t.hmho olnct.iaxu is tm::al enough to be of general interest. i

bhnpt.or I — wmmsaw, TECHNLY

Admp To determine the xtent t6 which some of the. fant.ors cauaing non-votinb
eould be aanf.rollod in a given eloct.ion.

: R.fnroncc to previous atudy of non-vat:t.ng in re unicago mmro.lty
elsction of 1923: :
the factors snown to have som rcla%ion to non-voting were
~ sex, the dramatic quality of the particular election, the
- convenience of the election system, mobility, foreign
birth, and foreign-language training,, and the nature of
the local party organization, newness to the city and un=
familiarity with local scrroundings. :

Imnuch as the pravious study anowad that tne great bulk of the none-
vct»ra wert m‘k mgistared, mphuia was laced on incrmint, Tegistration,

' hctora kept conphnts tmu,n machinery, party orgamntiona s 88X,
; mbility, tom‘i.gn Languaje habita, darivaﬁvo oiti:mnip.

Sup d in snpling process: cenphu cgnvus of all adult citizens in 12 n—
; ~dected districts in uhicago during tne ‘summer months procading the
prmamtiul election 1f 192i. . « .

& One Gold Cont precinct -- wnlthy native whites G
o T, Sout.h Bid- precinots populated by nativs wniua » One. poor,
b 5 One good, mighborhood. G
 One sout.h Bide district solidiy Negro -’
- Two districts near the stock ‘ardn == one Irish, one Poli:h
Emo &o&th Bhioage diotri.ct praedomir 'uly Paliah L

Al l. m A Amson *ﬁnn—votinz in'a rypical Ohdo meny" A ~ ,

can Political Science Review, XIX, 816-25. His results are strikingly mn
ol 9» ,ainad 1n mng m in thn pnmt. at.udy

}_ -
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-':; m mth Siﬁl’ pvahimts, aao Goman and qm aﬁedi;h g e T3
: m ﬁost Side precincts populated oy Ruaai;n Jom, Gmchs,. T
; mﬁ Itﬂim o

?on:eﬁag ﬂata ob%ﬁned for aac:h paracm
Asi sex i
Loeeler
- citisenship statua :

ccgupation ot
Ber amxubry o.f bmt.h

"»“_"wi‘tal aandiuon g
. _mother tongue 5 ]
 length of t“iﬁame at sane aidrasa a.nd in the city
" pelitical ‘pnfma .
~schooling :
literacy =
previous vew.ng mm :
. knowledge of wwmt
»,;'j monemic nt,sna B win

’3'3013 2 iﬂ Wnng(mu, hotiiniey - : o . 3 _
bivision of citizens 15 mh of 'bhu diatriata um m mnp; —;
”'_ntal m aontml mups o :

IIZ Wy maom ﬁSEB TU $TIW LA’PE ?QTING

' Haa;y aitima had uid that thw had faim to vote nit&ar bucmu t.my
: caum aet. £ind the polling place, or because they were sick or absent on rcgiatra-

. tion day and did not knowabout the provisions of the law for absent registration,
_ or because no one had informed them of the necessity of registering upon such ;

aad#mhaday,wbmmethtymenmta tmaity. did not know whether
- they were qualified as voters or not, or because ﬁmxrwe% never vatwd before md
,;.mw igmrant 91‘ thn pracm ' ; : S

'rhe charwtar;n [ the émvasa was t.hm gh and mu pgrt;i.un. : ﬁoticau »
_were sent to all the adult citizens in the tiiutr 'e%a at.udiad mgmilun of their
wﬁmmtp or previau- vcuag mmrd. e s M : X

; ﬁm*c uro KW, Foliah, Czeah, and Itmnn wrmm e!' thc poate;réi :

netieos. o - ; 7 %

o mm mticea ura umt. to’ i'.bou who waeivnsi notieu but faﬁad to
Angiat«r on the first day. Second notices were of two types: one was factual,

i m other was of u hartaw_v cwaaw, centaining a eurfmn and uvcral alo-

up te this poiat M hu been shown tagt t!m pwopertio& er the ad.t.iun: :
that registered in the experimental group was thly higher than in the
_ gontrel group on both the first and second days of registration, that a ;.U.ghtly
larger proportion of the women #io received the hortatory appeal registered than
e tbou who muiv.d t«ho factual ﬂtico, tmt a dightly largor mepertion of ﬁm




‘registered volers wio received sample ballots voted in the presicential election
~ than of those regisiered voters wuo did not, and that an appreciable larger pere
- centage of the registered voters who were sent the notice regarding the alder-
~ manic election tovk part in that election tuan of those who were sent no notice.
~ At each stage of the election process and at different elections, the non~partisan
- mall canvass to get out the vobe had a stimulating effect upon the voting res-

ponse of the citizens studied.

- Ghapter IV — EFFSCT OF FARTY ORGANIZATION ON VOTING

. The kind of notices which we sent out were the most effective among the
‘habitual non-voters, The habitual non-voters are those whom the party workers
have not reached with their various and sundry methods., They are the new mes-
bers of the electorate wio have not yet taken the first step toward the exercise
of the franchise, the women with inferiority complexes, the citizens who have
become disgusted with polities, and those wio disbelieve in all political action.

/It has now been established that the non-partisan mail canvass brought
out a larger vote both at the presidential and at the aldermanic elections than
was brought out by the party workers alone. This result was obtained uniformly
~ in precincts which contained widely different political views and which had

. widely varyingtypes of party baders. = - ; ;

; The notices whichwe sent out in following up this canvass had the
‘greatest influence upon those wio had never voted before or who looked upon
themselves as independent voters not belonging to one of the two major organi- 1
" ‘gations. The quantitative effect of our notices varied with the strength of the
-~ lecal party urganigation and the previous voting record of the citisens who
. received them. - = £k : :

Ghapter ¥ ~ RAGIAL Al BOONO. 16 THPLOENGES UPON VoTIMG

It has now been shown that the voting response of the citizens studied
 was eifected to some extent by their membersiip in different social and economic
groups. Foreign birth and foreign-language training are to some extent asscci-
ated with non-voting, but a mail canvass to get out the vote is just about as
eifective anong the foreign-born as asong the native-born, nor does there seem
to be any .reat variation in the susceptitility of the different nationalistic
groups to non-partisan eivic appeals regarding voting. However, the colored
women and the women born in Italy were slightly more respensive to our appeals
than some of the other groups studied.  The reason for this is undoubtedly

that the political education of these two groups has been sorely neglscted.

_ Both lack any kind of civic organization such as the League of Viomen Voters
which is 80 sirong among the native white women. The other group factors studied,
~such as term of residence, econouic status, wére more closely relsted to the :
success of our mail canwvass. The notices to register brougut the highest returns

. among the new residents of the city and among the very rich who of their own ac-

cord showed yreat interest in presidential elections, but who were difficult te
reach by ordinary canvassing methods. & : :




 among women who @re timid reg
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. The primipal facturs studied in the mimnt in the stimulation of

4 voting have now been discussed. It has been shown tzut ‘a non-partisan, get-
 outethe-vote canvass has the grsatmt influence among those least attached 't.o .

one of the old-line party organizations, those who have never voted before,
elections either because of foreign lan-

guage training or because of inferior status in the home, among the new resi-

b dents of the city who ful wqmmrd with the political affairs of the com-
. munity, among the very rich who are hard to reach by the methods euployed by tahc“ 5
~ ordinary precinct workers, among the citizens who can not read and write Eng-

lish, among the citizens who have had no schooling, and among the citisens wio
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BBTTING o THE V{ﬁ'E
by HCF ® ﬂmll

. lcnapm I - mmmw

It might be aut»ed as & gmaral rule in American pnlitm that the pro-
- portion of eligible voters that come to the polls varies directly with the
: cleum of the elections m thc Micuhr jurhdim‘m ml;ud.

s g 1: not. nmthl that the .hction aatmuy bc a clau one. If t.ha
gmu impression is current that the election is going to be a close cne,
that is sufficient to umuu gmtly 'chc Lntorut of the electors in the
voting mmm : :

i ; The fants gat.nared in the qwdy of aowting show thut a Larso mwrtian
of the nonewoters in Chlesgo are ignorant regarding elections, The present
- study also shows that there is a roht.imhip botmn hnhmul aoa»voﬁng and
& hak of aehmling. i : 4
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It appears f;ma this table that the concl.sions reached in the atudy X

of non-voting regariing the quantitative ilaportance of the various reasons
glven for electoral abstentions were fairly accurate. The attitudes of most of
the non-voters interviewed in connection ‘with the preaidential election were
obtained both before and after the elsction. In both the presidential and may-
oralty elections, one-third of those who failed to reglster attributed their

- delinquency in electoral matteis to general mdiff.‘arema. one-tenth were ige
norant or timid regarding elections, and so on. -Althougly this table shows @
what kind of rationalizations mon-volers make for failing to exercise the fran-
Chise, it does not indicate the qualitative importance of the different ream ns.
How much pressure is ‘needed o persuadé a non=vo ter to. overcome bis imdiffer-
ence toward elections or his timidity regarding the process? It 18 this ques-
tion which is given ams.al consideraticn in the pages that follow, The re-
sults of the experiment in the stimulation of voting are based upon the actual
response of six tho.sand citizens whose bebavior was obseived on November L,

. 192, and on Feuriary i, 1925. It is assumed that the behavior of these citi~
~sens at these two Qlootions is typical enough to be of general im.arest. 1

Chapter II -~ EAPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUE

Aims  To determine t.ha&tant t6 woich some of the fact.ora eauaing non-voum.
¢oild be eontmlm in a givan olootion. : v

Reference tuo pravs.ou study of non—vat.ir.a m re bnicaao mayoralt.y
albction of 1923: :
thc factors shown to have some relation to non-voting were
_ ‘m, the dramatic quality of the particular election, the
- convenience of the election system, mobility, foreign
birth, and foreign-language training, and the nature of
_the local party orgamization, newness to the city and un=
familiarity with local s.rroundings.

- Inasmuch as the previous ttudy showed that the great bulk of the non=-
veum me not regiawm, enphusis was amod on lnereasin, reglstration.

Factors kept comtant.: uoct.i a wmry. party organisaticns, sex,
- mobility, foreign lmguag,e habit.a, daruativo citiunship.

Step 1 in sampling processs coaplete egnvua of all adult citizens in 12 se=
. dected districts in Chicago during tae summer months pmocdma the
presidential elsction i 192k

One Gold Coast precincl -- walthy native whites ;
Twe South Side precincts populated by native wuites, om poor,
One good, neighborhcod.
.. One South Side district solidly Negre
Iwo districts near the stockyards -- one Irish, cne one Folish
Une 8out.h uhica,,e diotrict predemimuly Polhh

1. See ben A. Arnuon "non-vating ina Typioal Uhio &munity‘, hmeri-
can Folitical Science Heview, LlX, 616-25. His rosults are strikingly sialliar
%o thoum in Hon-Voting and fm the present study. !




:  Two z%ort.h Siue prwimw, one Uerman aud one swdish i
i 'ﬂmu west Sida p@cemw p&pulabed by Russian Jews Gmns ’
Follmdng data cvbt:axmd Iar mh p&m:
lor ;
aiﬁmmi;; awm
ocgupation .
country of m
e LA
L marital condition ol e
- mother tongue '
‘length of residence gt saue a:ldreua and ia ‘me eity
- political xmfarms i :
‘8chooling
lituracy _
- previous voting mo;-d ‘ - o
mms« of wmt =g g
wammm ‘8batus froial ; gl

mnp 2 S.n napling proemx ’ ; i :
‘bivigion of citizens in each of the diatricta :lnto twc mupa -
Wl am aontrol gvoupa },

Ohaptﬁr Z{II - maaw UBE:) 0 QTEH L&TE ?G‘I'IEG

maaumm said that mymﬁfuma vote cithsr becam my i
- gould m‘h find the polling place, or beca.se they were sick or absent on registra=
tion day and did not know a bout the provisions of the law for absent registration,
.or because no one had informed them of the necessity of registering upon such
 and such a day, or because they wers new tu the city and did not know whether
- they were qualified as voters or not, or because they had never voted before and
. were smsarmmmmwuwmmam

] chgracw at tha canvass was thomw,h and non parm;n. Hots.cu
were sgut M all the adult citiszens in the districts studied r&xardla&s of thnir
partisans-ip or mvious vet\izxg record.

' Thare were ﬁaglinh, Folian, Cnaah, and Ttalian versons of the pomard e
5 mucea. . :

S TG Mond mtiaac mu gent to those wno Ncaiwd mucaa but failed to
‘ugisur on the first day. Second notices wure of two types: one was factusl,
the other was of a hm-tat,ory abaraem, cem ning a aartoan md nnrgl ﬁo— :
gans. o

i i}p to this paint it m hnen shown that the propartion of the uitinns
rtku’b regamrwmm serimental group was appreciably higher tnan in the
control group on both the .ti.rst and second days of registration, that a slightly
larger proportion of the women wno received the hortatory appeal veyistered than
t.hoao me mas.wzi the tmt.uai mtico, wz a slighsly largar propart-im of the




registered voters who received sample ballots voted in the presiiential election |
than of those registered voters wio did not, and that an apjrecisble larger per- |
centage of the registered voters who were sent the notice regarding the alder-

manic election took part in that election than of those who were sent no notice.

At each stage of the election process and at different elections; the non-partisan

mall canvass to get out toe vole had a stimulating effect upon the voting res-
ponse of the citisens studied. : ke ML T o

Chapter 1V = EFFECT OF PARTY CBOANIZATION ON VOZING. . -

The kind of notices which we sent out were the msi elffective among the %
habitual nonevoters. The nabitual nop-voters are those whom the party workers

have not reached With vheir various and sundry methods. . They are the new mem~

bers of the electorate wuo have not yet taken the first step toward the exercise

of the franchise, the women with inferiority complexes, the citizens who have |
become disgusted with politics, and those who disbelieve in all political action. J

It bas now been established that the non-partisan mail caavass brought
out & larger vote both at the presidential and at the aldermanic elections than ¥
was Lrought out by the party workers alone. This result was obtained uniformly

in precincts which contained widely different political views and which had

widely varyingtypes of party lbaders. T , o S e

The notices whichwe sent out in following up this canvass had the : 1
greatest infiuence upon those who had never voted before or sho looked upon
themselves as independent volers not belonging %o one of the two major organie

sations. The guantitative effect of our motices varied with the strength of the

local party organisation and the previous voting record of the eitizens who

received thes. ; : iy e s

Chapter V -~ RACIAL AND ECORO:IC INFLUZNGCES UPOR VOTING

It has now been shown that the voting response of the ¢itizens studied
wag effected to some extent by their membership in different social and econumic
groups. Foreign birth and foreign-language training are to some extent associ=
ated with non-voting, tub & mall canvass to get out the vote is just about as
eifective asong the foreign-born as among the native-born, nor does there seen
%o be any creat variation in the susceptibility of the different nationalistic
groups to none-partisan civic appeals regarding vobing. However, the colored
women and the womes born in Italy were slightly more respousive to our appeals
than some of the other groups studied. The reason for this is undoubtedly
tigt the political education of these two groups hus besn sorely neglected.

Both lack any kiud of civic organisation such as the League of Women Voters

which is 80 sirong among the native wihite women. The other group factors studied,
such as term of residence, economic stabus, wére more closely reited to the
success of our mail cauvass, The notices to register brought the highest returns
among the new residents of the city and among the very rich who of their own ace
cord showed great interest in presidential elections, but who were difficult to

reach Ly ordinary canvassing wethods.




Chapter VI =- EDUCATIORAL INFLUENCES UPCN VOTING

The principal factors studied in the experiment in the stimulgtion of
voting have now been discussed. It has Leen shiown that a non-partisan, get-
out-~the-vote canvass has the greatest influence among those least attached to
one of the old-line party organizations, those who have never voted before,
among women who e timid regarding electiens either because of foreign lane [
guage training or Lecause cf jnferior status in the home, among e new resi-
dents of the city who fesl unacquainted with the political affairs of the com-
munity, amony the very rich who are hard to reach Ly the methods employed by the
ordinary precinct workers, asong the citizens wio can not read and write Eng=-
lish, among the citizens who have had no schooling, and among the citisens who
have practically no knowledge of Américan political institutions.

Chapter VII == CONCLUSION

Certain inferences and concl sicns seem Lo Le warrented by the exanina-
tion of the results obtained in the study of non-voting and in the present
study of & non-partisan mail canvass to get cut the vote.

First, it is possible by the method of random sampling to measure the
success of any device designed to interest peopls in elections.

Second, a complete personal notification of ail the adult citizens re-
garding the time and place of registration will secure a more complete listing
of all persons qualified and anxious to vote than is obtained at present.

Third, a complete notification of all the registered voters regarding
the candidates and issuss to be voted upon wo . lid increase the proportion of
registrants who voted in all elections,

Fourth, a civic educational program for adults as well as for children
would undoubtedly have an immediate agnd continuous effect upon the interest
shown in elections.



